SO             THE VILLAGE GODS OF SOUTH INDIA
with lighted aratis on their heads. Such is the power
of the goddess, the people told me, that no one is
injured. The pujari of the shrine declared positively
that the people put no oil nor anything else on their
feet when they walk over.
Mysore City. At Mysore City, where the fire-walking
ceremony is also performed, I asked three men who
had walked over the trench why they were not hurt,
and their reply was that people who were without sin
were never hurt! I can only say that in this case their
faces sadly belied their characters.
The following account of the worship of village
deities in the City of Mysore, and the note on the
worship of village deities in the Canarese country
generally, was kindly given to me by the late Mr.
Ramakrishna Rao, then palace officer at Mysore:
The Maris of Mysore are said to be seven in
number, and all the seven are sisters :
(1)  Bisal Mari (the sun);
(2)  Goonal Mari ;
(3)  Kel Mari (the earthen pot);
(4)  Yeeranagere Mari;
(5)   Hiridevathi (the eldest sister) ;
(6)  Chammandamma;
(7)  Uttahnahaliamma.
Of the seven Maris, Hiridevathi is said to be the
eldest Every year the Mari Jatra (i.e. festival) is
held, generally in the month of February. It lasts for
about four weeks, and consists of the following:
(1)  MariSaru;
(2)  Mari Made;
(3)  Mari Sidi;
(4)  Kelammana Habba;
each taking nearly a week's time.
(1) Mari Saru. On Sunday of the first week of
the Mari Jatra, at about six p.m., the people and pujans,
called Toreyars, collect at a consecrated place in the
fort (the place now used is a little to the east of the
southern entrance to the palace), cook rice there, and
colour the cooked rice red with the blood of a sheep or